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Deception and the child's theory of mind

Su—Mi Yi Hei—Rhee Ghim

Department of Psychology
Chungbuk National University

The present studies have examined whether 3— and 4-—year—olds
understand that deceived person has a false belief about reality, and
whether they can commit an act of deception so as to induce the other
person's false belief. Experiment 1 have tested wether 3—and 4-—year—olds
understand that a deceived person has a false belief. Three—year—olds did
not understand that the deceived person had a false belief about reality, but
4—year—olds did. In experiment 2, 3— and 4—year—olds were tested
whether they could give the other person wrong information so as to induce
a false belief about reality. Four—year—olds gave wrong information so as to
induce a false belief, but not three—year—olds. In summary, only
4—year—olds understand that the deceived person has a false belief, and
commit an act of deception so as to induce the other person's false belief.
The present results support that children do not understand representational
mind until 4 years old. '

Key words: deception =theory of mind - metarepresentation
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