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A Review on Moral Development of
Korean by Cognitive Development
Theory and Domain Distinction Theory

Kim, Sang-Yoon

Dept. of Child Studies
Kosin University

Studies, during last 3 decades, on moral development of Korean by
Cognitive Development Theory and Domain Distinction Theory were
reviewed. Korean middle and high schoolers showed higher level of
principle morality than those of western students in the principle morality
from Kohlberg's Cognitive Moral Development Theory. The level of
Korean college students, however, was lower than that of westerners. In
Turiel's development of social concepts, the period of taking off from
adult's authority was more delayed than that of American students.
Korean preschoolers showed lower ability in differentiating among moral,
social—conventional and personal domains than those of western societies.
All Koreans from preschooler to college students showed stronger
moralization phenomena of considering the social—conventional domain as
personal domain. In studies on the relationship between moral judgement
and moral behavior, the level of positive relationship were weaker than
that of western children. The reasons of these results were suggested
such as virtue centered moral educaticn, competitive learning environment
with peers.

Key words: moral development -domain distinction
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