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Developmental change of biological
concepts in normal
and mentally retarded children

Hyeonjin Lee Minah Chae
Dept. of Child Studie_s Dept. of Home Management
Yeungnam University Yeungnam University

Lee, Hyeonjin and Chae Minah. Developmental change “of biological
concept in normal and mentally retarded children. The Korean Journal of
the Human Development, 1998, 5, 86—99. This study attempts to figure
out how to understand biological concepts about animates and inanimates.
It also examines whether the capability of mentally retarded children
reflects a cognitive deficit or delay. The results indicated that there was
significant difference between 3—year—olds and 4-year—olds (32% in
3—year—olds and 55% in 4~year—olds). As age went up, the older
children understood the biological concepts better than the younger ones.
However, there was no difference in understanding the biological
properties about animates and inanimates. There was no difference
between normal children and mentally retarded children either. It
supported the view that biological concept of mentally retarded children is
not deficient but merely delayed.

Key Words: Biological Concepts - Animate - Inanimate -
Deficiency - Delay
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