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- A study on the characteristics of social

interaction_ in popular and unpopular children

Kai sook Chung Mikyung Shim

Dept. of Early Childhood Education

Chung, Kai sook and Shim, Mikyung. A study on the chracteristics of
social interaction in popular and unpopular children. The Korean Journal
of the Human Development, 1998, 5, 101~111. This study investigated
the characteristics of social interaction of popular/unpopular children with
peers aged 5 on the basis of event sampling.

The initiation of interaction between popular children and peers were
found about twice in comparison with unpopular children. In addition, the
percentage of positive response to the initiation was higher in popular
children than unpopular. The percentage of negative initiations and
responses of peers were higher to unpopular children than popular.

In both group, "comment" was observed the most frequently as the
initiative behaviour, and "modification" and "competition" were very rare.

These results were discussed in terms of the importance of ability to
maintain the initiated interaction as well as the initiation in the social
interaction. ’

Key Words : popular and unpopular children - social interaction -
initiation—response
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