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Divorce and protection of child

Kyong Whan Ahn

College of Law
Seoul National University

Despite the manifest constitutional provision of eguality between the sex,
family laws of Korea have carried distinctive features of male dominance and
female subordination The unique system of male—fine households was widely
accepted as' 4 traditional virtue. It took almost half a century to clear up the
remnants of the ancient patriachy.' By a seriés of legisdations and court
decisions, many discrominatory provisions have been repesled or amended.
Legal development in the last decade shows a rapid demise of the old Korean
systemn of patriachy. .

In contrast with the revolutionary changes in the law of adults, little has
been done With the discriminatory legal regime in the law of child Children
have been virtually left to the mercy of unfettered discretionary power of the
parents. Dramatic increase of divorce rates in Korea has driven children to a
legal vacuum. This paper analyses the decided inadequacy of the present legal
system“&ﬂxﬂ-esuggaﬁmsforabeﬂerdﬁld-aimtedwstanindovmlaw.
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