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A study on the ‘Kulja-Reading’
Stage in Hangul Acquisition

Hye-Kyung Yoon

Department of Psychology
Pusan National University

Reading is defined as a recoding of letter string into phonological symbol
according to their mutual correspondence. Hangu! is categorized into phoneme
script, but also has a syllabic writing system. Therefore three kind of
visual—auditory correspondence is possible: phoneme—grapheme correspondence,
Kulja—syllable correspondence, and visual word—auditory word correspondence.
We call them grapheme reading, Kulja reading, and word reading, respectively.
This study is intended to find the '"Kulja reading' stage which is peculiar in
Hangul system. In Experiment I and II, 3—aged, 4-—aged, and 5-aged
kindergarten children were assessed whether they have any insight to (1)
one—to—one correspondence between Kulja and syllable, {(2) countability of
syllables and (3} the constancy of pronunciation of 'Kulja'. All these measures
are closely related to the ability to handle the syilables. Results are as follows:
the insights to one—to—one correspondence , to countability, and to constancy of
pronunciation is initiated in 3—aged group and is terminated in S5—aged. We
concluded that the 'Kulja reading’ stage in Hangul acquisition exist between the
3—aged and 4—aged period .

key words: word reading - kulja reading - alphabetreading - kulja—syllable
constancy of pronunciation of 'kulja'
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