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SIBLING- AND
PEER-RELATIONSHIPS IN
RELATION TO TEMPERAMENT IN
KOREAN ADOLESCENTS

Hyewon Park Choi & Eunji Kim
Dept. of Child and Family Welfare, Univ. of Ulsan

This study looked at overlaps between sibling and peer relationships in relation to their
common mediator of temperament and family constellation status. Temperament has been
conceptualized as the initial bias for behavioral qualities of emotion, attention and activities.
Even though temperament has been closely analyzed in terms of parent—child interaction,
and early social adjustment in daycare settings, its contribution to other social relationship
among siblings and peers was not filly understood.

Six hundred and thirty four adolescents composed of 213 sixth, 192 eighth and 229
eleventh graders who had only one sibling, reported their sibling and peer relationships as
well as temperament. For questinnaires used, satisfactory reliabilities were verified by

internal consistancy, Cronbach alpha.

' In order to find out the interelations among temperament and the two social
relationships, correlational as well as regressional analyses were performed. There were
significant but moderately low correlations(—22 to .43) between sibling and peer
relationships. Temperament explained both sibling relationships and peer relationships
significantly. Contradictory to ordinary expectations, however, it was the better predictor
of peer relationships(R2 ranges from .05 to .34) than that of sibling relationships(R2
ranges from .0B to .25). It was speculated that temperament explained peer relationships
better than sibling relationships since sibling relationships are moderated by other familial
factors such as parental partiality for sibling. Later studies will be necessary to verify this
possibility. '

Key words: Temperament - sibling - relationships - peer relationships
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