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The principle of mutual exclusivity as
a universal constraint on word meaning
by 21- to 23-month-old
Korean infants.

Hei~Rhee Ghim

Department of Psychology
Chungbuk National University

These studies examines whether the mutual exclusivity assumption is used as a
constraint on word meaning by Korean infants of 21 to 23 months old. If infants use
the mutual exclusivity assumption, they should avoid assigning two category names to
the same stimuli. In experiment 1, infants did not avoid selecting the previously
labeled stimuli for the referents of a new label. When the numbers of stimuli were
reduced in experiment 2, they still didnot avoid assigning a new name to the
previously named stimuli. However, their tendency to avoid selecting the previously
chosen stimuli were greater when they were asked for the referents of the new
labels, than when they were asked to sklect one without labels. The results suggest
that the mutual exclusivity assumption is}a universal constraint on word meaning that
might be in place by the time lexical ac

Key words: Mutual exclusivity acgumption - word meaning - infant
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