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The Signification of Sexual Violence for Women
and Their Adjustment Style

Soon hyung, Yi
Department of Child Development & Family Studies
Seoul National University

This paper is based on the assumption that the signification of sexual violence for
women might influence their adjustment style after the injury. To prove this hypoth-
esis, b8 cases of sexual violence were analyzed.

Women who regarded it as physical violences by abnormal man usually tried to over-
come the physical and psychological damages, But those, who made it out as the loss
of virginity and so blamed themselves for their indiscretion in this Confucianistic so-
ciety, confronted more difficulties in their adjustment. Women who suffered sexual vi-
olence by family members could not signify it anyway in terms of their prior cognitive
(belief) system. So they could not adapt themselves to surroundings and showed vari-
ous symptoms of self-disintegration.

Key Words : sexual violence-loss of virginity-double standard
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