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Mothers’parenting behavior, parenting stress, and
social support in relation to their 6-year-old children’s
social competence

Young Sook, Kim Eun Young, Cho
Department of Early Childhood Department of Child Study
Education An Yang University Sookmyung Women’s University

The aim of this study was to investigate : i) the relationships of mothers’ parenting
behaviors, parenting stresses, and social support to their 6-year-old children’s social
competence ; ii) the possible links between parenting behaviors, parenting stresses and
social support,

The sample consisted of 82 mothers and their 6-year-old children from intact families.
Mothers filled out questionnaires regarding their parenting behaviors, parenting stres-
ses and their perceived social support. In addition, teachers rated children’s social com-
petency in preschool settings using Kohn's (1988) Social Competence Scale,

Correlational analyses showed that when mothers had high scores on parenting stres-
ses, their children were more likely to have low scores on social competency scale. The
predicted relationships of mothers' parenting behaviors and social support with chil-
dren’s social competency were not borne out in the present study. However, significant
associations were found among three variables (parenting behaviors, parenting stres-
ses, and social support},

Mothers’ parenting stresses are identified as important factors in understanding chil-
dren’s social competency. These findings have important implications for the need of
sacial support in high stressed families,
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