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Moral Reasoning of Mother and Child in the Contexts
of Hypothetical and Real-life Dilema

Kim, Kwang Woong - Cho, Yoon Chung
Department of Child Study
Sookmyung Women’s University

The present study examined moral reasoning of mother and child revealed in the
contexts of a hypothetical dilema and a real-life dilema. Participants were 50 family
dyads(mother and child, total N=-100), with children sampled from grades 6 in Seoul.
Mother and child discussed both a hypothetical dilema(Kohlberg’s standard dilema)
and a real-life dilema from the child’s own experiences, which were scored for
Kohlberg's moral developmental stage. Content analysis were also conducted for

" mother’s “speech” in the discussion of both dilemas in order to assess mother’s interac-
tion styles. The results indicated that mothers did use a slightly lower level of moral
reasoning in the context of real-life dilema than in the hypothetical dilema, while chil-
dren did not. And mothers showed more informative style of interaction in the context
of real-life dilema than in the hypothetical one. The results also indicated that corre-
lation between mother’s and child’s level of moral reasoning was significantly high in
real-life dilema(r =.50). Validity and classroom usefulness of reallife dilema were dis-
cussed on the basis of the present results and Walker’s arguments.

Key Words : moral reasoning - hypothetical dilema - real-life dilema - style of interaction
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