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Effects of Concern for Mother Mediated by
Child’s Awareness of Mother’s Labour on
Resistance to Temptation

Chong, Young—Sook
Department of Psychology
Pusan National University

This study was conducted to empirically investigate the effect of concern for mother
as a source of enhancing self-control in the tempting situation. 30 fifth grade children
- were individually told one of the three instructions about rpriority of doing homework by
his /her teacher : 1) a teacher merely told children to do homework before anything
else 2) a teacher told children to do homework before anything else to please their
mothers without mentionjhg mother’s labour, and 3) a teacher told children to do home-
work before anything else to please their mothers along with mentioning mother's
labour. Whether subjects in a room with tempting things did homework in 7-minutes
period during which he /she can act freely was observed by an experimenter who was
blind to the subject’s condition. Most of children who were told of their mothers’ labour
in addition to the priority of doing homework did their homework, but most of the chil-
dren in the other two conditions did not do their homework. From the result, we
concluded that concern for mother mediated by child’s awareness of mother’s labour
has powerful effects on resistance to temptation.

Key Words : self-control - concern for mother - awareness of mother’ labour -
resistance to temptation
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