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'The Relationship among Legal Cognitions, Legal Emotions,
and Legal Performances of Korean Children and Adolescen

Ahn, Kyongwhan - Moon, Younglin
Dept. of Private Law - Dept. of Education

Hwang, Kyungsig - Yi, Soonhyung
Dept. of Philosophy - Dept. of Consumer & Child Studies,
Seoul National University

To investigate legal cognitions, legal emotions and legal performances of children and
adolescents as the subjects, 199 primary school, 188 middle school, 100 high school and
147 college students were selected and questionnaire survey was adopted.

The results are : (1) They associated the term ‘law’ with such five words as ex-
ecution, universal fairness, duty, retribution and compulsion. (2) Concerning legal
emotion, the sense of trust varied according to the age, residential area, mother’s edu-
cation level, and social status of the respondents. The sense of alienation also differed
according to the respondent’s-age. The oldér had more severe sense of legal alienation.
Residential area had significant impact on the result, as well as the educational level of
the respondents’ parents and the socioeconomic status. (3) The performance level
identified through an analysis of the respondents’ legal behavior was generally low, but
those who were affiliated with higher social class performed more actively in terms of
law.

Also the relationship among legal cognition, legal emotion, and legal performance of
children and adolescents revealed.

Key word : legal cognition - legal emotion - legal performance * sense of legal alienation
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