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A Study on Moral Development Process(1)

—content analysis of self-reports on moral
experience of college students—

Bang, Eun Ryung
Department of Child Study
Sookmyung Women’sUniversity

This study examined moral development process in four aspects ; the type of moral
development process, the period of moral integration, the factors of moral development
and the concept of morality. I used self-reports on moral experience of 502 college
students in Seoul and Choonchun city which were analyzed by content-analysis, The
results of this study showed that : First, there were two types in moral development
process. One is Soontun type(S type) and the other is the Goolgock type(G type).
Students experienced the adaptive and additive process in the S type of their moral de-
velopment. That is, the morality formed in childhood has an effect on their behavior
and attitude even after they grow up, And they experienced the winding process in the
G type of their moral development. That is, the morality formed in childhood has no ef-
fect on their adult behavior and attitude, and their new morality is different from that
threir childhood. In their moral development process, 67.9% of students experienced
the S type, 25.9% experienced the G type, and 6.4% still experience the moral mora-
torium, And there was no significant difference between men and women in the types
of moral development process.

Secondly, students integrated gerally morality during their elementary school period
in the S type. And they were influenced by experiences with ‘person’ and ‘event’, and
the concept of morality formed mostly in the S type was ‘will-oriented morality’, And
there were significant differences between men and women in the S type of moral de-
velopment process,

Thirdly, stidents intergrated generally during their college school period in the G
type. And they were influenced by experiences with ‘cognitive maturation’ and ‘various
activities’, and the concept of morality formed mostly in the G type was



‘principle-oriented morality’, And there was no significant difference between men and
women in the G type of moral development process.

Forth, there were significant differences between the S type and the G type in moral
development process. Morality was intergrated earlier in the S type than in the G type
And the factors of experiences with ‘person’, ‘event’, and ‘home psychological environ-
ment’ in the S type had influenced on moral development more than in the G type. But
the factors of experiences with ‘cognitive maturation’ and ‘various activities’ in the G
type had influenced on moral development more than in the S type. The S type led
them to form ‘will-oriented morality’, ‘care-oriented morality’ and ‘habit-oriented
morality’ more than in the G type, while the G type led them to form
‘principle-oriented morality’ more than in the S type.

Key Words : moral development process - the period of moral integration - the factor of
moral develoment - the concept of morality + S type - G type
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