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The Effect of Social Support for Mothers
of 4th Grade Elementary School Children on
Educational Support Activities at Home During the COVID-19 Period:
The Mediating Effect of Mothers’ Social Competence

Lee, Keumkyu Kim, Yoojung Park, Yookyeong Lee, Kangyi

Dept. of Child Development and Family Studies, Seoul National University

This study examines the mediating effects of mother's social competence in the relationships between social
support for mothers of elementary school-aged children and educational support activities at home during
the COVID-19 period. Analysis was conducted using data on 308 mothers having a child in a transition
to a higher grade from the Panel Study on Korean Parent Educational Involvement (PSKPEI) in 2020,
and carried out by bootstrapping using the IBM SPSS Statistics 26.0 program and SPSS Process Macro.
Our main findings illustrated that social support for mothers had a significant direct effect on their
educational support activities at home during the COVID-19 period and had an indirect effect on the
educational support activities at home through their social competence. In other words, when mothers have
high level of social support, they tend to have a higher levels of social competence, in turn, leading to
better educational support activities at home. This study empirically confirmes the importance of social
support for mothers on educational support activities at home for their children by placing emphasis on

mothers’ social competence.
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