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A multi-group analysis of smartphone dependency
based on a structural relatons analysis and gender in terms
of negative parenting behaviors perceived by middle school students,

grit, and academic enthusiasm

Kwon, Mina Lee, jinsuk

Dept. of Child Studies, Jeonbuk Narional University

The purpose of this study was to iendfy effecrs of negative parenting behaviors on smartphone
dependency of middle school students, wsing gric and academic enchusiasm as mediating faceors, and to
verify differences in structural models according to gender. The subjects were 2,541 first grade middle
school studenss who participated in the colleccion of the Korcan Children & Youth Pancl(2018). An
analysis of structural equation modeling was conducted to clarify the strucrural relacionship between related
variables. A muold-group analysis was also performed o verify differences between groups according o
gender. The resules of the study are as follows. Fist, the negacve pareating behaviors and che scudenacs’
grit directly affected smartphone  dependency, while academic enthusiasm  did not. Negative parenting
behaviors indircctly affect smartphone  dependency  through the students’  gric. Second, the  multi-group
analysis based on gender showed chat the negative parenting behaviors affected soartphone dependency
through grit in both groups of male and female students, indicating thar no differences in courses
according to gender. However, che influeace of gric on smarcphone depeadency was found o be higher in
male students than in female students. Based on the results, chis study provided an intervention to

prevent and reduce problems from smartpheone dependency in middle school students.

Keywords: negative parenting bebavior, gril. academic entbusiasm, smartphone dependency, wdii-group analysis



