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The Association between Children's Temperament and
Peer Interactions: The Mediation Role of

Parenting Stress of Mothers

Shin, Eun Kyung Jung, A Hyun Kim, So A
Dept. of Child and Family Studies Korea Institute of
Yonsei University Child Care and Education

The purpose of this study was to investigate the relationship between children's temperament and peer
relationships, as mediated by the parenting stress of mothers. The subjects for this study comprised of
1,703 pairs of 3 years old children and their mothers. The subjects were taken from the 2011 Panel
Study on Korean Children, a large population-based study conducted by the Korea Institute of Child
Care and Education. The data were analyzed by means of #-tests, Pearson correlation analyses, multiple
regression analyses and the Sobel tests. The results of this study were as follows. First, children's activity,
sociability and the parenting stress of mothers were found to be related to play interaction. Moreover,
children's emotionality and the parenting stress of mothers were found to be related to play disruption.
Children's activity, sociability, emotionality and maternal stress were related to play severance. Second,
children's emotionality had an influence upon peer interaction, disruption and severance, which in turn
were partially mediated by the parenting stress of mothers. Children's activity was shown to influence peer
interaction and severance, which was partially mediated by the parenting stress of mothers. Finally,
children's sociability was shown to influence peer interaction, peer disruption and severance, which, once

again, was partially mediated by parenting stress of mothers.

Keywords: temperament, peer interaction, parenting stress of mothers
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