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Exploring the Relationship among Variables Related to
the School Adjustment of Grade 1 and 2 according to Parental Income:

Parenting Efficacy, Self Concepts, and Prosocial Behaviors

Kim, Suchung Kwak, Keumjoo
The Center for Social Sciences Dept. of Psychology
Seoul National University Seoul National University

The purpose of this study was to investigate variables relevant to the school adjustment of school children
and to examine the differences in the relationship of the variables according to parental income levels. The
subjects comprised 219 triplets of children, their mothers, and classroom teachers. Parenting efficacy was
measured using mothers’ reports. The children’s self concepts and prosocial behaviors were measured by
means of direct interview and school adjustment was measured via teachers’ reports. Correlation and
structural equation models testing were conducted, based on these reports. According to the results of the
structural equation model testing, parenting efficacy was found to be positively related to children’s school
adjustment and prosocial behavior, and children’s self concept was positively related to prosocial behavior
and school adjustment. Additionally, the children’s prosocial behavior was found to be related to school
adjustment. The results of the structural equation model testing by parental income levels revealed that
mothers’ parenting efficacy was related to the children’s school adjustment regardless of parental income
level. However, in the case of low-income children, parenting efficacy had a positive relationship with their
prosocial behavior, and these prosocial behaviors affected school adjustment. In the case of children from
high-income families, their self-concept had a positive relationship with prosocial behavior and school

adjustment.

Key words : school adjustment, paventing efficacy, self-concepr, prosocial bebavior, parent’s incomes



