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The Influences of Mothers' Childhood Attachment
Representations on Preschoolers' Social Competence:

Examining Mothers' Parenting Behaviors as Mediators

Chae, Jin-Young Lee, Kangyi
Language Education Institute Dept. Child Development & Family Studies
Seoul National University Seoul National University

The study examined (1) the influence of mothers' childhood attachment representations on preschoolers' social
competence, and (2) the mediating effect of mothers parenting behaviors on the pathway of mothers' childhood
attachment experiences to preschoolers' social competence. 181 dyads of mothers and five-year old preschoolers
(96 boys and 85 girls) and their 11 teachers were recruited from 8 daycare centers located in Seoul, Korea. The
teachers evaluated the preschoolers” levels of social competence. The mothers answered a questionnaire on the
subject of attachment representations of their parents of origin, based on their retrospective memories, and their
own parenting behaviors as mothers of preschoolers. Data were analyzed through frequency,  percentages,
Pearson’s correlations using SPSS 15.0 and structural equation modeling with AMOS 7.0. The findings are as
follows. First, mothers' parenting behaviors had a significant relationship to mothers' childhood attachment
representations of their own mothers, but not with the attachment representations towards their fathers. The
mothers' parenting behaviors and preschoolers' social competence showed significant or insignificant relationships,
depending on the subcategories of mothers' parenting behaviors. Second, mothers' attachment representations
towards their fathers had separate significant influences on levels of preschoolers’ aggression and
depression/isolation. However, there were no mediating effects of mothers' parenting behaviors for these
influences. On the other hand, each mothers' responsiveness and intimacy indicated that there was a partial
mediating effect of mothers' attachment representations of their mothers on preschoolers' prosociality; each
mothers' limit setting, reasoning guidance, and responsiveness showed the complete mediating effect on
preschoolers' cheerfulness/cooperation; each mothers' limit setting, reasoning guidance, intimacy showed the partial
mediating effect on preschoolers' levels of aggression and depression/isolation. These findings are evidence of the
influences of mothers' childhood attachment representations on preschoolers' social competence and the mediating

effects of the subcategories of mothers' parenting behaviors on these influences.

Key words : attachment vepresentations, paremting bebaviors, social competence, mediating effect, structural equation modeling
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