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An analysis of the Friendship Patterns of Shy Children

Kim, Bo-Kyung Park, Seong-Yeon
Dept. of Comsumer and Human Development Dept. of Psychology
Ewha Womans University Ewha Womans University

The main purpose of this study was to examine the characteristics of shy children's friendships. The
participants were 96 shy children identified from 455 S5th or 6th grade elementary school children. The
data were collected via questionnaires and analyzed by chi-square test, #-test and Pearson's correlation.
Our results showed that 1) Shy children were as likely as other children to have stable best friendships.
2) Shy children with mutual best friends showed lower aggression and lower victimization than shy
children without mutual best friends. 3) Shy gitls reported higher level of friendship quality than did shy
boys. 4) Regarding friendship quality, there were significant similarities in terms of both intimacy and

companionship between shy children and their best friends.

Key words : friendship, shy children, social bebavior characteristics, friendship
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