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An investigation into Protective Factors and Risk Factors in terms

of Middle School Students' Life Satisfaction Using Data Mining

Ju-Rhee Lee

Associate Professor, Dept. of Child Welfare, Chung-Ang University

This study investigated the protective factors and risk factors and their role in middle school students' life
satisfaction. Participants were middle school students drawn from the KYPS (Korea Youth Panel Survey).
The KYPS is a data survey of 3449 adolescents. The use of a data mining decision tree model revealed
that: (1) Sex was predicted as a protective factor in boys with low attachment levels to their parents,
but was predicted as a risk factor in girls with low attachment levels to their parents. (2) High academic
achievement was predicted as a protective factor in terms of high stress over appearance in boys with
low attachment levels to their parents, and low academic achievement was predicted as a risk factor in
low stress over appearance in boys with low attachment levels to their parents. (3) High stress over
appearance and low levels of monitoring by parents were predicted as risk factors for those with high

attachment levels to their parents and higher levels of academic achievement.

Key words : Data Mining, Life satisfaction, risk fador, prtedive factor
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