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touch and joint attention

Sunghae Park’ Keumjoo Kwak " Hyunran Sung*** Heeog Sim
Youkyung Chang-Song***** Sujung Kim' Yoonkyung Jeong*

"The Institute of Psychological Science, Seoul National University
" Department of Psychology, Seoul National University
™ Department of Psychology, Catholic University of Daegu
™" Department of Child & Family Studies, Kunsan National University

skt

Hansol Educational Research Center

The purpose of this study was to develop the program for promoting social development and to
investigate its effect on mother-infant interaction, touch and joint-attention. 120 Subjects were selected
from 450 infants on the basis of their developmental score, who participated at the longitudinal study
carried out from 2002 to 2004. Participants were randomly divided into experimental and control
groups. Infants and their mothers in experimental group were trained with our 8-session- program for 4
months with the interval of 2 weeks. To investigate the effect of the program, interactions in both
groups were observed during pre-test and post-test sessions. The interactions during their free-play
situation were measured on the basis of their interaction styles, touch pattern, and the amount of joint
attention. The results revealed that our program influenced mother's verbal interaction style, the amount
of positive touch type and the joint attention. These results indicate that the program facilitated infants'

social development through tapping the important aspects of interaction with their primary care-givers

Key words : promoting program, mother-infant interaction, touch, joint-attention



