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The relationship between adolescent's
psychological growth and social competence

- empathy as a mediating variable -

Kwang-Woong Kim You-Jin Cho Gi-Mook Hong
Dept. of Child Welfare and Studies Korea research institute
Sookmyung Women's University for children's problem

The purpose of this study was to find out the relationship among adolescent's psychological
growth, empathy and social competence. The subjects were 630 students from middle
schools and high schools in Seoul and Kyonggi. Data were analyzed by Pearson's correction
and regression. Results of this study are as follow: First, psychological growth was positively
related to empathy and social competence in male and female students. Second, adolescent's
empathy mediated the path from psychological growth to social competence. In conclusion,
it shows that psychological growth is directly correlated with adolescent's social competence.
And  psychological growth is indirectly correlated with adolescent's social compe-tence

through the medium of empathy.

Key words : psychological growth, empathy, social competence



